
2018 IN VITRO BIOLOGY MEETING ABSTRACT ISSUE

Education Symposia and Workshops

E-1

Where to Publish My Manuscript? DAVID R. DUNCAN.
Society for In Vitro Biology, 514 Daniels St., Suite 411,
Raleigh, NC. Email: ivpeditor@sivb.org

The selection of the proper journal for publishing a piece of
scientific work is the first critical step in the publication process.
A poor choice of the journalmay result in frustration fromwasted
time, extra work, and ultimately a rejected manuscript. As of
2015 there were some 34,550 journals to choose from with a
3% increase in that number expected each year [Ware M,
Mabe M (2015) The STMReport International Association of
Scientific, Technical and Medical Publishers, The Hague,
TheNetherlands]. There are "conventional" journals, open access
journals, so called "hijacked journals, and "predatory" publishers
all of which makes this first step a daunting task. The choice
might seem to hinge on personal advancement issues such as
how fast the research can be published, or how high of an impact
factor the journal has or how prestigious is the journal name.
However, withmore than 2.5million articles published each year
and 7 to 9 million researchers vying for publication space, find-
ing the right journal actually requires being realistic as to the
importance of the work to be published and knowing the type
of reader who may be interested it. A simple approach to finding
the appropriate journal is to look to journals that already publish
work similar to the research to be published. Other factors such
as media availability of the target reader and research location
may come into play when selecting a journal. These ideas and
more will be investigated in this presentation.
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It's Been Submitted - What's Next? B. B. DOONAN. New
York Medical College, Department of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology, 15 Dana Road, Valhalla NY 10595.
Email: doonanbarbara@yahoo.com

Once a manuscript has been submitted to a carefully selected
appropriate journal it will be subjected to a rigorous review

process. One part of this overall process, used by almost all
scientific journals, is peer review, which has been applied to
manuscripts for more than 300 years. Since publication is a
major means of communicating new work, peer review is a
vital part of the quality control mechanism used to determine
what is publishable and what is not. For all authors, adherence
to the chosen journal’s guidelines in preparing the manuscript
is a key first step. Once submission of the manuscript has been
acknowledged by the Editorial Staff, it will pass through a
series of steps to be described. The designated corresponding
author will assume responsibility for communicating with the
journal staff and keeping fellow authors abreast of develop-
ments throughout the review process. It is hoped that this
discussion will assist in understanding the purpose of the pro-
cess and also to appreciate the time required to move a man-
uscript successfully forward to publication.
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How to Publish Your Graduate Research; If You Have
Completed the Research, You’re Already Almost Half Way
Done. JOHN J. FINER. Department of Horticulture and Crop
Science, Ohio Agricultural Research and Development
Center, The Ohio State University, Wooster, OH. Email:
finer.1@osu.edu

Publication of research results has become one of the best
means of measuring productivity in the university environ-
ment. Although initially designed as a mechanism for sharing
research results and advancing science, a research publication
is now required by many graduate programs prior to the
awarding of the graduate degree. Often, graduate students
are so focused on performing the research itself that the effort
required to organize and write a manuscript are not carefully
considered. Writing manuscripts can be incredibly frustrating
or rewarding. For this session, the students will learn about the
important components of a well-written manuscript and how
the research should be presented for the greatest impact. The
first step in assembling a manuscript is to decide the main
take-home messages or points of the work. This is critical;
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please spend time deciding why the results are novel or unique
and which of the points should receive the highest emphasis.
Some of these points should be in the title of the manuscript
and all of them will be in the abstract. The purpose of the
introduction is not a general literature review but an introduc-
tion of the reader to the main points that you will be making in
the manuscript. You will review work that others have done
but politely point out that there are shortcomings of that pre-
vious work that need to be addressed. The methods section
contains just methods, and not an explanation of why some
methods were selected over other approaches. Methods
should be complete and no newmethods should be introduced

in the results and discussion section(s). In the results section,
you present results and again decide what results will be em-
phasized. If the journal requires a separate discussion section,
you compare your results to the results obtained in other pa-
pers. Novelty or inconsistencies are presented here while the
results are not simply presented again in the discussion sec-
tion. As you work to present your research results in a manu-
script, keep in mind that this is a presentation. You want your
work to have an impact, and be memorable. Your manuscripts
define who you are in the scientific community and they will
always be accessible to almost everyone on the planet, at the
click of a key.
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